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The Honorable Allen Dulles 
Director 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Dulles: 

I enclose a copy of a letter which I wrote Stator 
Pulbrlght on the subject of his Committee s investigation ■■ i 

U-2 incident. 

It is regrettable that this entire affair has l 

widely misunderstood. L expected upon detection 

deal of adverse "propaganda" was to be expecten up 

^"e?^eits au'overthf world^ely^^^^^ ^ "tLrf large : 

propo«lo“^'oS’prSs IZ Untical lead^s would have re- 
acted more maturely. 

Tn anv event I wish to extend to you and your coll.ia»«i. 
,.y war^Lt Lrgrftulations on a truly remarUable achievement 

when with the passage of time, all of this is plac-d 
nroner^Sspective, I hope that there will he a more general 

P P Is serving our nation, 

appreciation of how well C.I.A. is serving u 


(EXEDBIWE 
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IIuNTON, Williams, Gay, Powell & Gibson 


The Honorable Allen Dulles 
Page Two 
June 9 , 1960 


If my war-time friend and colleague, Ting Shelton, :s 
still associated with you, I would appreciate your giving him 
my greetings. 

With best wishes to you personally and to the vital Agenc y 
which you direct, I am 

Sincerely, 

n 4> 


7Ajlb() 

Enel. 
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Electric Building 
Hlclunond, Virginia 


31, I960 


Kie Honorable J. W. i^ulbrlght 
United States Senator 
Senate Office Buildins 
Washington, D, C. 

Dear Senator i-nilbrlgtit : 


A coluBjn in today's Hioliflioiv3 Times Disuafcch sr 

williaia S. White prompts su» to'' write 'luiis letter. Mi% i hitt 
expresses ^ opinion which l share, namely, that oitr 
is fortianate in haviiig you preside over the portentous l eafiar 
on the U-2 incident. 


It hardly need be aaid tlmt it would be caland toot 
to J^ft^lonal Interest if an investigation of this klrd wt 
permitted to degenerate into a contest for partiaafi poll tiea-. 
advantage. There have already been some dishear tetiinjc ccasii-' 
where lack of restraint in this respect has or^tS 
of disunity abroad, and has enabled the Soviet Union S aak* 
even greater propaganda by quoting statements fran well moir^ 
Americans which appear to support Khruahobev's attempt: to blfcM 
President Elsenhower and the United States for the coiiose f.t 
the Summit, 


- J” these considerations, it is to be k 

that your Coawittee will adopt an affirmative rather tliS 
nefi^tive approach. There is one point in partictilar whl 
to have been largely ignored. This relates to the truly 
remarkable aohlevement of those responsible for tlm U-£ 

I am spewing here, not of the one ill-fated mission on 
but of the entire project which goes back some air or ee 
^ara, !mis involves the ingenuity and imagination of t 
Who conceived, planned and implemented the procurement o 
unique aircraft. It also Inoludea all of those who, for 
years, have been conducting with great skill and courage 
is undoubtedly the nwet daring and suoces^ul intelligent 
operation in the history of the world. 

Ihe Central Intelll^nce Agency and Lockheed A rein * 
merit special commendation, h, aA itluP 
there must be many otriers who contributed to the suncess of 
almost incredible achievement, including the pilots who:^ s»ri 
and courage entitle them to rank with our greatest heroes . 


jpai 

1 a 

ah s 

aroJ®«!t . 

I , 

tl.^4. 

fmir 

whi.t 

e 
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It was my privilege during World War II to 
some four years in Air Force Intelligence. At the begl mini 
of the War, American Intelligence iras conceded to Oe on* or 
the weakest elements of our military and diplomatic ope *atr 
It is common knowledge that in the Huropean Theater we -«erf^ 
c<»^elled to rely priraarlljr on British Intelllgahce thr >u^iOut 
much of the War. 

In the Intervening years since the War, It ha > hiinu 
essential to natlonaa survival Itself that our Ihtalli^ noi! 
Service be of the highest possible quality without rega d t. : 
cost or other risks. As public disoloaure of Intmillg^.ce 
activities and results is normally unthinkable, there h*,s Iwn 
a good deal of oonoem as to whether our intelllgerice rt s 
been adequate to deal with the unprecedented problems o:: 
penetrating tlie Iron Curtain. 

But now thoui^tful people are reassured. The foiaiii 
disclosure of the facts with reapect to tdie 0«-2 *b succet a 
should hearten every American and also our Allies. Thli: 
success not only ansafera tne conoem mary have felt; as ' o Ihi 
adeqiiacy of our intelligence operations, but the inabil; ty of 
the Soviets to prevent these flights during the pa^t f o$ r 
years goes far to eoq> lain our defense i^liey, ine Hiding c<h- 
tlnued reliance to a taajor degree upcm manned airee^t. fai! 
success should also comfort faint Iwarted Allies who ha^ie te^rs 
subjected so constantly to Soviet claims of *ilitsfe»r/ suj erloiUy. 

In spite of these solid reasons for geniMlne si tli- 
faction, M38t Afliericana seem to be suffering from an epideata.* 
of self-criticism which is quite unworthy ^ the otiaraci er 
of our people. Indeed, much of the press in this country fpi? 
Joined with the less responsible preewi of other nations in 
denouncing our Oovemment luid the responsible officials with 
indiscriminate broadsides. This has added materially tc tkt 
damage to African prestige which inevitably resulted h 
neutralist countries when o\ir intelligence flights were aiq^ciio i. 
Happily, few members of Oonipress have been so idiorfcslghl #d . 

It is, of course, appropriate and desirable fer yc-u* 
Committee to ascertain whether, by better advanced plant Ing oi- 
more skillful reaction, the State Bepartamnt could have 
minimized the inevitable ”efflbarrasa»ent" resulting from the 
capture of INtwers and identifiable wreckage of a 0-2 deti 
within the Soviet Union on the eve of the Sunmiit. Put it 
not of equal or greater lBq>ortaace to develop a popltivt an? 
affirmative view towards what has indeed been a retirkihh 
achievement? Those responsible for this aohlevament dsterff.. 
in ny Judgment, the highest praise from what should be b 
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grateful public. They 111 deserve, and our Nation suf ft rs 
from, the carping and ind incriminate critlal®! which so far 
has been all too prevalent „ 

With appreciatiCHi for your balanced and correc t 
approach to this delicate problwn, 1 am 


iilifspeotfully. 


24/7 


CCs The Honorable Harry F. Byrd 
United States Senator 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. 0. 

The Honorable A. Willis Hobertson 
tftilted States Soaxator 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. G. 
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